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What's happening 
Community Indicators Summit, 22-23 July 2009, Brisbane 


The summit's theme was ‘Measuring the Progress of Australian Communities’. 
Presentations delivered at the summit are available. Powerpoint presentations (in pdf or ppt 
format) allow you to scroll quickly through to find key information, while the videos let you 
see and hear the author. Presenters came from a wide range of areas, including: 
Commonwealth and state government, local government, private enterprise, universities, 
overseas entities, non-government organisations, and the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD). 


A feature of the Summit was Information Platform demonstrations. Community Indicators 
Victoria were one of ten groups who demonstrated how on-line platforms can be used to 
assist in community planning and policy making. 


Delegates to the Summit participated in the development of a Declaration. Participants 
agreed to the need for national coordination and leadership to ensure ongoing support for 
improving community measures of progress and wellbeing. The Declaration is to be 
presented and discussed as part of a broad global discussion at the 3rd OECD World Forum 
on "Statistics, Knowledge and Policy" in Busan, Korea on 27-30 October, 2009. 


TableBuilder online software 


=} = TableBuilder & 


TableBuilder (cat. no. 2065.0) is an online tool which allows you to create your own custom 
tables of Census data including person, family and dwelling characteristics in the one table. 
You decide to count either persons, families or dwellings; how to structure the table and 
which variables to include. Almost all variables from the 2006 Census Dictionary are 
available. 


TableBuilder's functionality makes creating tables with up to 5 million cells of Census data a 
breeze. Small tables are available immediately, while larger tables over 5,000 cells are 
submitted for processing, allowing you to create more tables while your large table is being 
prepared. Unlike CDATA Online, TableBuilder is not topic based so you will be able to 
tabulate any combination of variables. The variables available to you will be restricted by the 
summation option you are using in the table. 


TableBuilder is a subscription service only and costs $1,655 (incl. GST) for an individual 
user for a single Census reference cycle. Each registration remains valid for the life of the 
product and includes access to training and ongoing help-line support. TableBuilder requires 
users to complete an application and undertaking form to gain product access. TableBuilder 
is Supported by a suite of on-line training tutorials, and a comprehensive user manual and 
data dictionary. 


If you would like a demonstration before purchasing a TableBuilder subscription, you can 
attend a free TableBuilder Information Session at the ABS Office, 485 La Trobe St, 
Melbourne on 22nd October or 26th November 2009, all sessions 2.00pm - 3.00pm. To 
book, please email <vic.client.services@abs.gov.au> (attn Heather Burns) with your 
selected date. 


Growing Up in Australia: The Longitudinal Study of Australian Children Conference 


The Australian Institute of Family Studies are hosting their second Longitudinal Study of 
Australian Children (LSAC) research conference in Melbourne on 3-4 December 2009. By 
tracking children over time, Growing Up in Australia enables researchers to determine 
critical periods for the provision of services and welfare support, and identify the long-term 
consequences of policy innovations. 


The 2nd LSAC Research Conference is a unique opportunity to take part in discussion of 
research based on LSAC data. Whether you use LSAC data or are interested in longitudinal 
studies more generally, this conference is the opportunity to share knowledge with your 
peers and improve the research potential of this dataset. Use of LSAC data in research and 
policy formation, and the dataset's research potential will be the main focus over the two 
days. 


Back to top 
Discontinuation of Information Skills and Library Extension Programs 


The Information Skills Program (ISP) and Library Extension Program (LEP) are discontinued 
due to recent changes in both the delivery of training and focus for Information Services. 


Information Skills Program: After 31 August 2009 the national program of free training and 
information sessions delivered via the ISP ceased to operate. The ISP has provided a 
valuable service to our external clients, delivering targeted information seminars to assist 
and encourage informed and effective use of ABS statistics. The ISP consultants involved in 
delivering the program have been instrumental in building relationships with external clients; 
promoting awareness of ABS information and data; feeding back information about client's 
data and statistical literacy needs; as well as cross promoting the National Statistical 
Service, information consultancies, statistical training and confidential unit record files. 


This program will be replaced with a new suite of training courses which will be offered on a 
cost recovery basis through the Statistical Literacy Unit. The provision of free online learning 
tutorials and other resources will also be made available via the ABS website. 


Library Extension Program (LEP): Since 1991, ABS's LEP has provided ABS print 
publications on a complimentary basis to a network of public, state, university and TAFE 
libraries across Australia, as well as providing training and other educational and 
promotional services. 


The introduction of free statistics on the web, and evolution of the ISP to a cost-recovery 
model has meant that libraries no longer have a primary role in enabling free public access 
to core ABS statistics, and as a consequence the LEP will also discontinue. 


The Statistical Literacy Unit will continue to support development of statistical literacy for this 
group as it does with other client groups. 


A big thank you: We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge all those involved in 
the ISP and LEP throughout the years. Your contribution has resulted in an increased 
understanding of ABS statistics for our clients - an important statistical literacy outcome, and 
a great contribution towards the advancement of ABS. 


Labour Statistics News 


There have been a number of important additions to the range of information released in 
Labour Force, Australia (cat. no. 6202.0), which have been enthusiastically received by 
labour market analysts. These include: 


= the release of a new hours worked series: aggregate monthly hours worked 
estimates, 

= quarterly labour force underutilisation rates, and 

= gross flows (labour market transition) estimates. 


The ABS Labour Statistics Program received a boost following announcement of an 
increase in funding for ABS in the Federal Budget. As a result of increased funding, the full 
sample for the Labour Force Survey (LFS) has been restored, and the Job Vacancy Survey 
(JVS) will be reinstated. Reversal of the 24% reduction in LFS sample size, to occur 
progressively over September to December 2009, is expected to decrease standard errors 
by approximately 15%. The JVS will be re-instated from November 2009 quarter onwards, 
with November 2009 results to be released 4 February 2010. Further details in 6269.0 
Information Paper: Labour Force Survey Sample Design, Nov 2007 (Third edition). 


Local Government and ABS newsletter 


The latest issue of the biannual 'Local Government and ABS' (cat. no. 1376.0) contains 
feature articles on the Australian Statistical Geography Standard (ASGS), and 2011 Census 
of Population and Housing local and regional engagement strategy. It also includes an 
update on what's happening in local government finance. 


Indigenous Statistics for Schools 


On 9 July, ABS's Education Services released Indigenous Statistics for Schools (ISS). 
These web pages include statistics on the Indigenous population, education, health, 
housing, work and more. Links to the original data sources are also provided for those who 
would like to delve deeper. Data constraints are explained, to assist students and teachers 
use the data appropriately. The pages are aimed at students from upper primary to senior 
secondary, as well as teachers who will now be able to find current statistics about 
Indigenous Australians much more easily. 


Healthy habits keep your data fit 


Data fitness helps you understand how exercising good data practices can keep your data 
healthy, so that maximum value can be made of your information sources. Data is healthy 
when it is: fit for purpose, measurable, and comparable. More clues and resources are 
available from the ‘Healthy habits keep your data fit’ webpage. 
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Recent releases 


Recent releases 


Selected releases 
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Selected releases 
3101.0 Australian Demographic Statistics, Mar 2009. Released 22/09/2009 


Australia's population increased by 2.1% for the year ending March 2009, compared with a 
1.2% annual growth rate five years ago. The last time Australia saw higher growth rates was 
in the 1950's and 1960's as a result of post war migration and high birth rates. 


At 31 March 2009, Australia's population had increased by 439,100 people over the year to 
21,779,000 people. Australia's net overseas migration contributed more than half of this 
growth: 63% or 278,200 people. Natural increase (excess of births over deaths) contributed 
160,800 (37%). 


In the same period, Western Australia (3.1%) recorded the fastest population growth, 
followed by Queensland (2.6%), Northern Territory (2.2%), Victoria (2.1%), Australian 
Capital Territory (1.8%), New South Wales (1.6%), South Australia (1.2%) and Tasmania 
(1.0%). 


Queensland (20,000) and Western Australia (5,900) gained the most people through net 
interstate migration from other states and territories. The states that lost people to interstate 


were New South Wales (loss of 21,900), South Australia (5,000), Australian Capital Territory 
(310) and Victoria (300). 


At 31 March 2009, Victoria's population was 5,403,000, up by 111,900 people (2.1%) over 
the year. For population estimates at regional level refer to Regional Population Growth, 
Australia, 2007-08 (cat. no. 3218.0) and Population by Age and Sex, Regions of Australia, 
2008 (cat. no. 3235.0) 


3235.0 Population by Age and Sex, Regions of Australia, 2008. Released 11/08/2009 


The estimated resident population of Victoria at 30 June 2008 was 5.31 million people, 
increasing by 390,300 people (7.9%, or 1.5% per year on average) since 30 June 2003. 
Melbourne Statistical Division (SD) was home to 73.0% of Victoria's population, or 3.9 
million people. In the five years to 30 June 2008, the population in Melbourne SD increased 
by 315,000 people and regional Victoria by 75,300. 


At 30 June 2008, the median age (age at which half the population is older and half 
younger) of Victorian residents was 36.1 years for males and 37.8 years for females. 
Melbourne SD had the lowest median age (36.1 years - persons) of all Victorian SDs. The 
highest median ages occurred in East Gippsland (43.2) and Wimmera (43.1). 


Local Government Areas (LGAs) with the highest median ages were Queenscliffe (B) (53.6 
years), Strathbogie (S) (47.9) and Yarriambiack (S) (47.3), all in regional Victoria. LGAs with 
the lowest median ages were Melbourne (C) (28.0 years), followed by Melton (S) (31.5) and 
Wyndham (C) (32.1) which lie on Melbourne's western fringe. Melton (S) had the highest 
proportion of population of children aged 0-14 years (24.4%). 


Median ages for all LGAs in regional Victoria have increased since June 2003. The largest 
increases were in Yarriambiack (S) (3.8 years), Queenscliffe (B) (3.7 years) and Alpine (S) 
(3.4 years). The median age for Melbourne (C) was 0.7 years lower in June 2008 than 5 
years earlier. 


3238.0 Experimental Estimates and Projections, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Australians, 1991 to 2021. Released 08/09/2009. 


Contains experimental estimates and projections of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
population based on the 2006 Census of Population and Housing. Estimates and projections 
in this product are based on assumptions on past and future levels of fertility, mortality and 
migration. The product includes: estimates and projections for Australia, states and 
territories, by sex and five-year age groups, for 1986 to 2021; summary measures such as 
projected births and deaths; and detailed notes on the assumptions used. 


Projections for 2006 to 2021 Remoteness Areas (at Australia level) and Indigenous Regions 
by sex and five-year age groups were released as additional material on 30/09/2009 in data 
cubes under the same 3238.0 catalogue number. Single year of age data for Australia, 
states and territories are available as a consultancy service. Estimates and projections are 
not available for more detailed geographies. 
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3310.0 Marriages and Divorces, Australia, 2008. Released 31/08/2009 


Registered marriages are now at a 20 year high, but the crude marriage rate has fallen from 
7.0 marriages per 1000 people in 1989 to 5.5 in 2008. For divorces, 2008 had the lowest 
number of divorces granted in a single year since 1992, and the 2008 crude divorce rate of 
2.2 divorces per 1000 population is the lowest in 20 years. 


Some 118,756 marriages were registered and 47,209 divorces granted in Australia during 
2008. This was an increase of 2.1% in registered marriages and a 1.6% decrease in 
divorces compared with 2007. 


The past 20 years has also seen a trend in couples delaying the age that they marry. In 
2008, the median age for first-time marriage was 29.6 years for men and 27.7 years for 
women, compared to 26.3 years and 24.2 years respectively in 1989. 


There was a 44% increase in marriages in August due to a large increase in the number of 
marriages performed on 8 August (08/08/08). The proportion of couples choosing a civil 
celebrant to officiate their marriage grew to 65.0%. The proportion of couples who chose to 
live together prior to marriage grew to 77.7%. 


In 2008, the median age at divorce was 41.4 years for females and 44.1 for males. The 
trend towards joint applicant divorces has continued, representing 35.2% of all divorce 
applications. Almost half (48.8%) of divorces granted in 2008 were to couples with children 
aged under 18 years. Over 43,000 children were involved in divorces in 2008, with an 
average 0.9 children per divorce. The median length of marriage to divorce in 2008 was 
12.3 years. 


3401.0 Overseas Arrivals and Departures, Australia, Aug 2009. Released 06/10/2009 


In trend terms, short-term visitor arrivals (444,900 movements) to Australia during August 
2009 were 3.3% lower than a year earlier (August 2008). When short-term visitor arrivals 
among the top ten source countries for August 2009 and August 2008 are compared, the 
highest percentage increase was recorded by Malaysia (30.4%), while Japan recorded the 
largest decrease (40.2%). 


There were 13,260 permanent (settler) arrivals to Australia during August 2009, a decrease 
of 14.2% on August 2008 (15,460 movements). People born in China accounted for the 
largest proportion of settlers (13.9%), followed by people born in India (10.9%), United 
Kingdom (10.8%) and New Zealand (9.2%). 


There were 7,710 Australian residents departing permanently from Australia during August 
2009, an increase of 4.0% on August 2008 (7,410 movements). 


3412.0 Migration, Australia, 2007-08. Released 28/07/2009 


In 2007-08, Australia's net overseas migration (NOM)(213,700 persons) exceeded natural 
increase (births over deaths)(145,600 persons), remaining the major contributor to 
Australia's population growth for the third consecutive year. The preliminary NOM estimate 
represented 59% of Australia's population growth for the year. 


NOM contributed 1.0% to Australia's 1.7% total population growth rate. Only once over the 
previous three decades has NOM made a higher contribution (1.1% in 2006-07). In numeric 
terms, 2007-08 NOM was 213,700 persons, comprising 442,100 NOM arrivals minus 
228,400 NOM departures. 


The main effect of NOM on Australia's age structure was a larger proportion of early working 
age population. Persons aged 15—34 years represented 61% of NOM compared with 28% of 
Australia's population. NOM made a positive contribution to the population of all states and 
territories, with the most populous states recording the greatest gains: New South Wales 
gained 61,300 persons, Victoria 58,100 and Queensland 41,200. 


Migrants contributing to NOM were born in over 200 countries. Migrants born in China were 
the highest contributors to NOM (28,700 persons) followed by New Zealand (27,400), United 
Kingdom (24,000) and India (23,900). 


Net interstate migration (NIM) was a major source of population loss for New South Wales 


(21,900 persons) and South Australia (4,500 persons). 
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4102.0 Australian Social Trends, September 2009. Released 24/09/2009 


Presents statistical analysis and commentary on a wide range of current social issues. Eight 
chapters cover population; family and community; health; education and training; work; 
economic resources; and housing; and other areas of social concern. Each chapter is 
supported by summary tables, including key social indicators which provide an overview of 
social change over the past decade, as well as how social conditions differ across Australian 
states and territories. A set of international tables also compares Australia with 17 other 
nations. Articles in this issue include: Expanding links with China and India, People with 
more than one job, Work and family balance, and Children who are overweight or obese. 


In 2007-08, one-quarter of all Australian children, or around 600,000 children aged 5-17 
years, were overweight or obese, up four percentage points from 1995 (21%). The obesity 
rate for children increased from 5% in 1995 to 8% in 2007-08, with the proportion 
overweight remaining around 17% over this time period. This shows a shift towards the 
higher and heavier end of the body mass index. The rates were much higher for adults, with 
61% of Australian adults overweight or obese in 2007-08. 


In 2008, there were over half a million Australian born in China or India. The number of 
Chinese born Australians increased nearly six-fold in two decades to be over 310,000 in 
2008, while those from India increased four-fold to almost 240,000. Over the past two 
decades, skilled migration from China and India has increased markedly, driving rapid 
growth of these populations here. 


4402.0 Childhood Education and Care, Australia, June 2008. Released 29/07/2009 


The first national survey to measure attendance in preschool programs in both preschools 
and long day care centres was conducted by ABS in June 2008. In June 2008, 72% of 
children aged 3-6 years who were not attending school were usually attending a preschool 
or a preschool program in long day care. Some 82% of school children aged 4-8 years had 
attended a preschool program in the year before commencing school. 


Of all children aged 3-6 years who usually attended a preschool, 23% attended for the 
‘benchmark’ 15 hours or more per week, although attending for 10 to 14 hours was more 
common (47%). Some 43% (1.5 million) of all children aged 0-12 years attended child care. 


In 2008, grandparents were caring for 19% of the children aged 0-12 years, with the next 
most common type of care being long day care (12%). Attendance in formal child care has 
risen from 17% of children aged 0-11 years in 1999 to 22% in 2008, while usage of informal 
care fell from 37% to 34%. 


In June 2008, 41% of employed male parents reported that they used a range of work 
arrangements to facilitate caring for their children aged 0-11 years, up from 27% in 1999. 
The most common arrangement was flexible working hours, with 30% of employed fathers 
and 42% of employed mothers utilising flexible working hours. Part-time work was the most 
common arrangement (42%) used by employed mothers to care for their children compared 
to 5% of employed fathers. Overall, 74% of employed female parents used some form of 
work arrangement to facilitate care for their children. 


4512.0 Corrective Services, Australia, Jun 2009. Released 17/09/2009 


During June quarter 2009, the average daily number of full-time prisoners in Australia was 
28,409 persons. This was an increase of 3% from March quarter 2009, and 6% on June 
quarter 2008. The Australian Capital Territory and Victoria had the lowest imprisonment 
rates (62 and 104 prisoners per 100,000 adult population, respectively). There were 56,366 
persons in community-based corrections in Australia , an increase of less than 1% (277 
persons) from March quarter 2009. 

Back to top 
4519.0 Recorded Crime - Offenders, Selected states and territories, 2007-08. Released 
27/08/2009. First Issue. 


This new publication details the number and characteristics of alleged offenders aged 10 
years and over for all states and territories, except Western Australia. Due to quality and/or 
comparability issues, the statistics presented in this publication exclude data for Western 
Australia. It complements existing ABS publications relating to victims, criminal courts and 
corrective services. 


Police proceeded against 295,600 alleged offenders during 2007-08 in all states and 
territories except Western Australia. This equated to 1,800 offenders per 100,000 people 
aged 10 years and over. 


Young people (10-19 years) accounted for one third (33%) of all offenders proceeded 
against by police; the 15-19 age group having the highest offender rate for any age group 
(5,900 offenders per 100,000 people aged 15-19 years). Some 78% of all offenders were 
male. 


Just over a quarter (26%) of offenders were proceeded against more than once during the 
year, and 4% of offenders were proceeded against five or more times. The most common 
principal offences were: acts intended to cause injury (330 offenders per 100,000 people 
aged 10 years and over); public order offences (315 offenders per 100,000); theft and 
related offences, and illicit drug offences (both at 240 offenders per 100,000). Police initiated 
303,000 court actions against alleged offenders during 2007-08. 


4722.0.55.009 Self-employed Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People, 2006. 
Released 07/07/2009 


Information from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing is used in this snapshot. In the 
Census, employed people are classified as self-employed, as employees or as contributing 
family workers, on the basis of their main job. Self-employed people are those who own an 
unincorporated or incorporated business (whether or not the business employs staff). 
Employees are people who are employed, but do not own a business. 


The characteristics of self-employed Indigenous people aged 15-64 years presented include 
industry type, occupation, income and education level. Where relevant, the circumstances of 
self-employed Indigenous people have been compared with those for Indigenous 
employees, and with non-Indigenous self-employed people. 


In the 2006 Census in Australia, 121,500 Indigenous people aged 15-64 years (45%) 
indicated they were employed and 119,600 of them reported their employment type. Of the 
latter, 6,600 were self-employed, a further 112,000 were employees (including 14,000 
people who identified they were participants in the Community Development Employment 
Projects program) and 1,000 were contributing family workers. The self-employment rate 
(self-employed as a proportion of all employed) among Indigenous people aged 15-64 years 


was 6%; around one-third the self-employment rate for non-Indigenous people in this age 
range (16%). Australia level data only. 


4724.0.55.002 Tobacco Smoking in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
population, 2004-05. Released 29/07/2009 


The rate of tobacco smoking in the Indigenous population is about twice that of the non- 
Indigenous population. Half of Indigenous adults (50%) reported being a regular tobacco 
smoker in 2004-05. One in five Indigenous adults (or 20%) reported being an ex-smoker and 
28% reported that they had never smoked. Indigenous adults living in remote areas had 
slightly higher rates of regular tobacco smoking (52%) than those in non-remote areas 
(49%). Over the ten years to 2004-05 the rate of smoking in the Indigenous population 


remained about the same. Australia level data only. 
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5256.0 Australian National Accounts: Non-Profit Institutions Satellite Account, 
2006-07. Released 18/09/2009 


Non-profit institutions (NPIs) play an important role in the provision of welfare, social and 
other services in Australia. This satellite account for Australia provides information on the 
size, structure and economic contribution of non-profit institutions for 1999-2000 and 
2006-2007. Results of this study are based, in part, on tax data supplied by the Australian 
Tax Office (ATO) to the ABS under the Taxation Administration Act 1953, which requires that 
such data are only used for statistical purposes. 


The direct value that Non-profit institutions (NPI) add to the economy is measured in NPI 
gross value added (GVA). NPI output that is sold in the market is valued by sales, whilst 
non-market output is valued at cost. NPIs accounted for $41b or 4.3% of total GVA in 
2006-07. 


Gross domestic product (GDP) measures the value of production inclusive of product taxes. 
NPI GDP contributed 4.1% to total gross domestic product in 2006-07. NPIs received 
income of $76.6b in 2006-07, and held $138b worth of assets. 


NPls contribute significantly to employment, accounting for 889,900 employed persons and 
over 4.6 million volunteers. These volunteers contributed 623 million hours to NPIs, equating 
to 317,200 full-time equivalents. The economic value of those hours was estimated to be 
$14.6 billion. 


5655.0 Managed Funds, Australia, Jun 2009. Released 27/08/2009 


At 30 June 2009, the total consolidated assets of Australian managed funds institutions was 
$1,206.4b, a 7.7% decrease (-$100.7b) on a year earlier (June quarter 2008, $1,307.1b). 
Over the year, consolidated assets of superannuation funds (held outside of life insurance 
offices) decreased by $45.5b (-5.8%); public unit trusts decreased by $26.6b (-9.6%); life 
insurance offices decreased by $20.3b (-11.1%); and all other managed funds decreased by 
$8.3b (-13.2%). 


6202.0 Labour Force, Australia, Sep 2009. Released 08/10/2009 
The unemployment rate for Australia decreased from 5.8% in August 2009 to 5.7% in 
September 2009. The unemployment rate increased 1.4 percentage points over the year to 


September 2009 (Seasonally Adjusted). 


The unemployment rate for Victoria also increased, going from 4.4% in September 2008 to 


5.6% in September 2009. The number of unemployed persons increased 29.8% over the 
year from 122,900 (Sept 2008) to 159,600 (Sept 2009)(Sseasonally adjusted). 


A quarterly measure of labour underutilisation (unemployed and underemployed as a 
proportion of labour force) has recently been developed by ABS. For Victoria, the labour 
underutilisation rate increased by 3.6 percentage points from 10.8% in August quarter 2008 
to 14.4% in August quarter 2009 (Seasonally adjusted). 


6463.0 Analytical Living Cost Indexes for Selected Australian Household Types, Jun 
2009. Released 24/08/2009 


Price indexes published by ABS provide summary measures of the movements in various 
categories of prices over time. The index for employee households decreased 0.7% for the 
year to June quarter 2009 mainly due to decreases in interest charges, automotive fuel, 
audio visual and computing equipment and child care. The major offsetting increases were 
provided by rents, insurance, hospital and medical services, tobacco, take away and fast 
foods, and electricity. 


The index for age pensioner households increased by 2.8% for the year to June quarter 
2009 mainly due to increases in rents, insurance, hospital and medical services, electricity, 
house repairs and maintenance, property rates and charges, water and sewerage, fruit and 
tobacco. The major offsets were provided by automotive fuel, interest charges, audio visual 
and computing equipment. 

Back to top 
6467.0 Pensioner and Beneficiary Living Cost Index, June 2009. Released 24/08/2009. 
First Issue 


The Pensioner and Beneficiary Living Cost Index (PBLCl) provides an alternative measure 
of price change to better reflect living cost changes that affect pensioners and other 
households receiving income from the government. Further information occurs in 
Information Paper: Introduction of the Pensioner and Beneficiary Cost Living Index, 
Australia, 2009 (cat. no 6466.0.0, released 30/06/2009). 


The PBLCI shows a 0.1% increase in prices compared with 0.5% reported in the CPI for 
June quarter 2009. The PBLCI showed a 0.9% increase for March quarter 2009, compared 
with 0.1% for the CPI. 


6523.0 Household Income and Income Distribution, Australia, 2007-08. Released 
20/08/2009 


This publication provides indicators of the level and distribution of after tax (disposable) 
household income, after adjusting for household size and composition (equivalisation). 
Estimates of disposable income are derived by deducting estimates of income tax liability, 
Medicare levy and Medicare levy surcharge from the gross income data collected in the 
Survey of Income and Housing (SIH). 


For households with middle and high income levels in 2007-08, wages and salaries were the 
principal source of income; while for low income households government pensions and 
allowances were the principal source. Low income households (household income in 
second and third deciles) had on average 0.7 employed persons. There were more 
employed persons in middle income (1.6 employed persons, middle income quintile) and 
high income (1.9, highest income quintile) households. 


People living in households where the reference person was aged 65 and over had the 
lowest mean income per week of $561 (equivalised disposable household income). People 


aged 65 and over living alone were more likely than couples (where reference person was 
aged 65 and over) to have government pensions and allowances as their principal source of 
income (76% compared to 65%). 


Average equivalised disposable household income in Australia was $811 per week, with 
average incomes in the capital cities 25% above those outside capital cities. Average 
equivalised disposable household incomes in Tasmania and South Australia were below the 
national average by 19% and 8% respectively. 


7503.0 Value of Agricultural Commodities Produced, Australia, 2007-08. Released 
29/07/2009 


The gross value of total Australian agricultural production increased 20% from 2006-07 to 
$43.3b in 2007-08. Most of the increase in value of agricultural production was driven by 
increased crop production and higher average prices in 2007-08. This saw the falls of 
2006-07 reversed by a $5.9b (33%) rise in gross value of crops to $23.8b. The gross value 
of livestock slaughterings and other disposals was down 2% to $12.1b, as the value of cattle 
and pigs dropped. Livestock products increased by $1.5b to its highest value in recent years 
at $7.3b. Marketing costs accounted for $2.9b (7%) of the total gross value of agricultural 
production in 2007-08. 


In Victoria during 2007-08, the gross value of total Victorian agricultural production was 
$11.7b. The gross value of crops was $5.3b, livestock slaughterings and other disposals 
$2.7b, and livestock products $3.7b. 
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8104.0 Research and Experimental Development, Businesses, Australia, 2007-08. 
Released 25/09/2009 


During 2007-08 in Australia, the largest contributors to business expenditure on research 
and development (BERD) were Manufacturing ($4,305 million or 30%), Mining ($3,283 
million or 23%) and Professional, scientific and technical services ($2,230 million or 16%). 


Of all industries, Mining and Manufacturing reported the largest absolute growth from 
2006-07, increasing expenditure on R&D by $510 million (up 18%) and $469 million (up 
12%) respectively. Other industries to record large increases included Financial and 
insurance services (up $313 million or 28%) and Professional, scientific and technical 
services (up $233 million or 12%). 


8129.0 Business Use of Information Technology, 2007-08. Released 20/08/2009 


Presents the use of information technology in Australian business, as collected by the 
2007-08 Business Characteristics Survey. This release includes information related to 
business IT use; IT security; type of broadband access; web features; ordering system 
linkages; and, detailed uses of the Internet. 


In Australia during 2007-08, larger businesses tended to have greater internet presence 
than smaller businesses: 26.8% of businesses employing 0-4 persons had a web presence, 
compared with 95.8% of those with 200 or more employees. 


The Accommodation and food service industry (71.1%) had the lowest industry rate of 
internet access. The highest rates were in Finance and insurance services (98.1%); 
Professional, scientific and technical Services (98.1%); Information, media and 
telecommunications (97.8%); and Wholesale trade (93.6%). 


In Victoria during 2007-08, 84.0% of businesses had internet access, and 37.2% a web 
presence. Some 39.5% of Victorian businesses placed orders via the internet, and 22.9% 
received orders via the internet. 


8153.0 Internet Activity, Australia, Jun 2009. Released 14/09/2009 


The Internet Activity Survey collects details on aspects of internet access services provided 
by Internet Service Providers (ISPs) in Australia with more than 1,000 active subscribers. 
Mobile wireless subscriptions to the internet via a datacard or USB modem are included in 
the scope of the survey, but connections to the internet via mobile telephones are excluded. 


At end June 2009, there were 8.4 million active internet subscribers (household and 
business) in Australia. Digital subscriber line (DSL) continued to be the major technology for 
non dial-up connections, accounting for 57% (4.2 million) of such connections; although this 
share decreased from December 2008 (63% of non dial-up connections). Mobile wireless 
subscribers had the next highest share, increasing significantly from 20% of all non dial-up 
connections (1.3 million) in December 2008 to 27% (2 million) in June 2009; an increase of 
51% over six months. 


The general trend towards higher download speeds continued, with 57% of subscribers now 


using a download speed of 1.5Mbps or greater, compared with 51% in December 2008. 
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8167.0 Selected Characteristics of Australian Business, 2007-08. Released 17/09/2009 


Presents summary data for a selection of topics including: business structure and 
arrangements; business markets and competition; business finance; business use of 
information technology; business innovation; business performance; barriers to business 
activities or performance; and skills. In 2007-08, involvement in a franchising agreement as 
a franchisee was reported by 4% of all businesses in Australia. Joint marketing or 
distribution was the most prevalent type of collaborative arrangement, involving 7% of all 
businesses. 


Flexible working hours was the most reported type of working arrangement at 54%. Only 4% 
of businesses reported offering paid parental leave to employees. 

At the industry level, 43% of businesses in Professional, scientific and technical services 
reported an ability for staff to work from home. Health care and social assistance had the 
highest proportion of businesses reporting job sharing (21%). 


8501.0 Retail Trade, Australia, August 2009. Released 30/9/2009. 


This is the second release of 8501.0 Retail Trade based on the revised Australian and New 
Zealand Standard Industrial Classification (ANZSIC), 2006. The information paper, ANZSIC 
2006 Implementation in Retail Trade Statistics, July 2009 (cat. no. 8501.0.55.006) provides 
a background to the change and describes the impact this has had on the presentation of 
statistics. It also provides a concordance file for any changes that have occurred in the time 
series spreadsheets. 


In terms of Current Prices, monthly retail turnover increased by 0.9% in August 2009 
(Seasonally Adjusted). This follows a revised decrease of 0.9% in July 2009 and a decrease 
of 0.8% in June 2009. 


Retail turnover for Victoria increased by 0.6% from July 2009 to August 2009; and by around 
6.7% for the year: moving from $4.7b in August 2008 (Seasonally Adjusted) to $5.0b in 
August 2009 (Seasonally Adjusted). 


8755.0 Construction Work Done, Australia, Preliminary, Jun 2009. Released 26/08/2009 


In volume terms, the seasonally adjusted estimate for total construction work done in 
Australia was 5.4% higher (at $35.0b) in June qtr 2009 than a year earlier (June qtr 2008). 
The engineering sector (22.7% increase) was largely responsible for this rise. The value of 
construction in residential building (-7.6%) and non-residential building (-9.8%) were down 
over the year. 


During June qtr 2009, construction work done in Victoria totalled $7.1b (Seasonally 
adjusted), up 3.4% on Mar qtr 2009 and 8.8% higher than a year earlier (June qtr 2008). 


In Victoria, 1394 new houses were approved but not yet commenced (original series) at the 
end of June 2009, down 24.9% on a year earlier (June qtr 2008); while 1004 dwellings in 
new other residential buildings had not yet commenced construction, down 19.5% on a year 
earlier. 


9314.0 Sales of New Motor Vehicles, Australia, Aug 2009. Released 21/09/2009 


In Victoria during August 2009, 19,496 new motor vehicles (Seasonally adjusted) were sold, 


a 2.1% decrease on July 2009, and 8.0% lower than a year earlier (August 2008). 
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Information papers, research papers, and classifications 


1216.0 Australian Standard Geographical Classification (ASGC), Jul 2009. Released 
16/09/2009 


The ASGC provides a common framework of statistical geography which enables the 
production of statistics that are comparable and can be spatially integrated. There have 
been no changes to Victorian statistical boundaries in this edition of the ASGC. The ASGC 
will be replaced in 2011 by the Australian Statistical Geography Standard (ASGS). The 
ASGS will be based upon mesh blocks creating more stable and consistent units than the 
ASGC. 


1234.0 Australian Standard Offence Classification (ASOC), 2008 (Second edition). 
Released 01/08/2008 


The second edition of the Australian Standard Offence Classification (ASOC) has been 
developed for use within Australia for production and analysis of crime and justice statistics. 
It supercedes the first edition of ASOC, which was released in 1997. Its objective is to 
provide a uniform national statistical framework for classifying criminal behaviour in the 
production and analysis of crime and justice statistics. The classification is used in ABS 
statistical collections, and by Australian police, criminal courts and corrective services 
agencies. 


The Classification has two main purposes: to provide a standardised statistical framework 
for organising key behavioural characteristics of criminal offences, and to overcome 
differences in legal offence definitions across states and territories. 


1234.0.55.001 National Offence Index, 2009. Released 23/07/2009 
The National Offence Index (NOI) has been developed by ABS as a statistical tool to enable 


the output of nationally comparable offence information within the field of crime and justice 
statistics. The Index detailed in this publication supercedes the first version of NOI which 


was released in 2002 as an Appendix in the Criminal Courts, Australia (cat. no. 4513.0) 
publication. This is the first time NOI has been published in its own right. 


The National Offence Index is a tool which provides an ordinal ranking of offence categories 
in the Australian Standard Offence Classification (ASOC), according to perceived 
seriousness in order to determine a principal sentence. The purpose of NOI is to enable 
representation of an offender by a single offence in instances where multiple offences occur 
within the same incident or where defendants have multiple charges in criminal cases. 


1351.0.55.027 Research Paper: Assessing the Quality of Linking Migrant Settlement 
Records to Census Data, August 2009. Released 27/08/2009. First Issue 


As part of ABS's Census Data Enhancement project, the Migrants Quality Study was 
conducted to assess feasibility of linking Department of Immigration and Citizenship’s 
Settlement Database (SDB) to the Statistical Longitudinal Census Dataset (SLCD), without 
using name and address as linking variables. This paper provides some background, a brief 
description of the linking process, a thorough evaluation of linked data quality, and then 
discussion about the usefulness of linked data. 


Results from this quality study indicate that linking the SDB to SLCD is feasible and can 
produce useful information that no other data source currently provides. However, some 
quality issues were identified and need to be thoroughly understood to ensure that linked 
data is correctly interpreted and appropriately used. 
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3228.0.55.001 Population Estimates: Concepts, Sources and Methods, 2009. Released 
12/06/2009 


This publication provides a description of concepts, sources and methods used by ABS in 
the production of population estimates. Contents include: an overview of the range of 
population estimates produced by ABS and some of their major uses; an outline of methods 
and data used to produce population estimates at national, state and statistical local area 
(SLA) levels, as well as customised geography; information on estimating components of 
population growth; and a description of data sources used to produce population estimates. 
Further technical details are provided in the Appendices. 


5204.0.55.005 Information paper: Product changes to Australian System of National 
Accounts following revisions to international standards, 2009. Released 21/08/2009. 
First Issue 


The first issue of Australian System of National Accounts (cat. no. 5204.0) that will 
incorporate these updated standards will be 2008-09, scheduled for release on 8 December 
2009. 


6290.0.55.001 Information Paper: Expansion of Hours Worked Estimates from the 
Labour Force Survey, 2009. Released 08/09/2009. First Issue 


The global financial crisis has resulted in an increased focus on Australia's labour market; 
and in particular on changes in unemployment, employment and the relationship to hours 
worked. While much of the recent interest has been on movements in the unemployment 
rate, there is considerable value in analysing other indicators, such as underemployment 
and hours worked, to better understand impacts on the labour market. This release provides 
details on aggregate monthly hours worked estimates from the Labour Force Survey. 


6427.0.55.002 Update on ANZSIC 2006 Implementation for Producer and International 


Trade Price Indexes, 2009. Released 17/07/2009 


This information paper includes key information on the new producer and international trade 
price index structures, their weighting patterns and further details on implementation of 
ANZSIC 2006. The areas impacted by ANZSIC 2006 changes are detailed and proposed 
table formats under an ANZSIC 2006 classification are provided, as well as time series 
identifiers for the new and changed series. 


6466.0 Information Paper: Introduction of the Pensioner and Beneficiary Living Cost 
Index, Australia, 2009. Released 30/06/2009 


The federal government's Pension Review Report, completed by Dr Jeff Harmer in February 
2009, followed a comprehensive review of Australia's pension system. In considering 
indexation arrangements, detailed analysis of the Consumer Price Index (CPI) and other 
measures of price change led the Review to conclude that "an alternative measure of price 
change which is more fully responsive to specific changes in pensioners’ purchasing power 
would be appropriate”. 


In response to the Review, government has funded ABS to produce a new index that more 
specifically reflects changes in the living costs of pensioners and other households receiving 
income support from government. In the 2009-10 Budget, government indicated that it will 
use this index, to be known as the Pensioner and Beneficiary Living Cost Index (PBLCl), to 
index base pension rates where it is higher than the CPI. ABS will publish the PBLCI ona 
quarterly basis commencing 24/08/2009. 


Initially, the PBLCI will be constructed as a by—product of processing the quarterly CPI. Over 
time, ABS will progressively improve the index to better reflect price changes experienced 
by pensioners and beneficiaries. 


8501.0.55.006 Information Paper: ANZSIC 2006 Implementation in Retail Trade 
Statistics, July 2009. Released 03/08/2009. 


This information paper describes changes made to monthly Retail trade statistics from the 
July 2009 reference month as a result of implementing a revised industry classification - 


ANZSIC 2006. 
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Other releases 
4183.0 Cultural Funding by Government, Australia, 2007-08. Released 28/08/2009 


4362.0 National Health Survey: Summary of Results; State Tables, 2007-2008 
(Reissue). Released 02/09/2009 


4363.0.55.001 National Health Survey: Users' Guide - Electronic Publication, 2007-08. 
Released 14/09/2009 


6224.0.55.001 Labour Force, Australia: Labour Force Status and Other Characteristics 
of Families, Jun 2009. Released 30/07/2009. 


Main Economic Indicators (MEls). Also released during the past quarter were a number of 
monthly and quarterly MEls which can be accessed from the ABS website home page 
<www.abs.gov.au>. Examples of MEls include: housing finance, building approvals, labour 
force, consumer price index, sales of new motor vehicles, and retail trade. 
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ABS Statistical training and information seminars 


Venue: ABS Victorian Office, Level 5 South Tower, 485 La Trobe Street, Melbourne. 
Time: full day courses generally run 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. 
What Statistical training courses are available at ABS Victoria? 


e Turning Data Into Information (TDII) 

Basic Survey Design (BSD) 

Understanding Demographic Data (UDD) 
Making Quality Informed Decisions (MQID) 
Analysing Survey Data Made Simple (ASDMS) 
e Introduction to Labour Statistics (ILS) 

e Valuing Australia’s Environment (VAE) 

e ABS Datacubes in SuperTABLE (DiST) 


Basic Survey Design (BSD) 

This course aims to provide a broad overview of all facets of survey development. Topics 
include developing survey objectives, advantages and disadvantages of various collection 
methodologies, questionnaire design, data processing, reporting of results and management 
of the design process. 


Length: 2 days 
Fee: $750.00 
2009 dates: 24-25 November 


ABS Datacubes in SuperTABLE 

The ABS web site has large datasets that can be downloaded for free. This course will teach 
participants how to access these datasets in SuperTABLE format to create tables that meet 
their organisation's information needs. Through a combination of theoretical instruction and 
computer-based exercises, participants will learn how to use the free SuperTABLE software. 


Length: Half day, 9:00 am to 12:30 pm 
Fee: $300 
2009 dates: 18 November 


For further information on ABS statistical training go to the ABS website 
<www.abs.gov.au>. Select 'Services' then ABS Training. 
For courses listed above, Alan Page (03 9615 7899) is ABS's training contact in Victoria, or 


email queries/registrations to <victoria.statistics@abs.gov.au>. Alan can email you a 3 page 
pdf with ABS Victoria course descriptions, dates and a registration form. 


Information Seminars (free): 


Tablebuilder 

TableBuilder is the last product to be released from the 2006 Census; and is a charged 
product, aimed at very experienced Census users with a detailed knowledge of Census 
concepts, classifications and geography. TableBuilder is an on-line tool which allows you to 
create your own custom tables of Census data. If you would like a TableBuilder 
demonstration before proceeding to purchase the product, please email 
<vic.client.services@abs.gov.au>, nominating which session you would like to attend, your 
name, organisation, contact phone number and email address. Contact Heather Burns on 
9615 7535 if you have any queries about Tablebuilder information sessions. 


Length: One hour, 2.00pm to 3.00pm 
Fee: free 
2009 dates: 22 October, 26 November 
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Points of contact 


ABS VICTORIAN OFFICE 


There is an ABS Office in every capital city. The ABS Office in Victoria is located on Level 5, 
South Tower, 485 LaTrobe Street, Melbourne. To email the Regional Director or Statistical 
Coordination contacts listed below use <victoria.statistics@abs.gov.au>. 


Postal address 
GPO Box 2796Y 
Melbourne Vic 3001 


Regional Director 
ABS Victoria 

Carl Obst 

(03) 9615 7330 


STATISTICAL COORDINATION CONTACTS 


Director 
Marie Apostolou 
(03) 9615 7500 


Assistant Director - Victorian Government Servicing 
Pam Boulton 
(03) 9615 7880 


Assistant Director - Economic & Regional Statistics 
James Darragh 
(03) 9615 7049 


Assistant Director - Social Statistics 
Fiona Shalley 
(03) 9615 7510 
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NATIONAL INFORMATION AND REFERRAL SERVICE 


The National Information and Referral Service (NIRS) is the first point of contact for all your 
statistical and publication enquiries. 


Phone: 1300 135 070 
Fax: 1300 135 211 
Email: <client.services@abs.gov.au> 


EDITOR, STATISTICS VICTORIA (cat no 1100.2) 
Alan Page 

(03) 9615 7899 

For a free subscription, email: 
<victoria.statistics@abs.gov.au> 


VICTORIAN STATISTICS ADVISORY FORUM (VSAF) 


VSAF is a major forum for statistical liaison between Victorian government agencies and 
ABS. The following group of departmental representatives meet 4 times or more each year. 


VSAF Chair 
Mary Cavar 


Department of Treasury and Finance 
Peter Froutzis 


Department of Premier and Cabinet 
Mary-Anne Thomas 


Department of Innovation, Industry and Regional Development 
Chris West 


Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 
Dr Sara Glover 


Department of Human Services 
Dr Connie Spinoso 


Department of Justice 
Dr Jonathon Spear 


Department of Transport 
Philip Norman 


Department of Planning and Community Development 
Tim Patton 


Department of Sustainability and Environment 
Elizabeth Thomas 


Department of Primary Industries 
Chris Chan 


Australian Bureau of Statistics, Victoria 


Carl Obst 
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About this Release 


Statistics Victoria is a quarterly newsletter primarily targetted to Victorian state and local 
government users providing information about new developments, recent statistical 


releases, seminars, training and reviews. 
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